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HIGH-VOLTAGE ELECTRICAL
TRANSMISSION CABLE

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority from French
Patent Application No. 12 54504, filed on May 16, 2012, the
entirety of which is incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Fields of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electrical cable. It is
typically, but not exclusively, employed as a high-voltage
electrical transmission cable or overhead cable, commonly
called an overhead line (OHL), to transmit power.

More particularly, the invention relates to an electrical
cable that reduces the incidence of the corona effect.

2. Description of the Related Art

Overhead lines are traditionally formed by bare conductive
elements held by an appropriate array of pylons. These lines
are conventionally intended to transmit high-voltage (225 to
800kV) AC electrical power. Each conductor therefore has a
diameter of a few centimeters and may be composed of a
metal layer or, more frequently, of several assembled metal
wires. Along the bare conductor an effect, called the corona
effect, is always observed. Specifically, any conductor or line
subjected to a high voltage will exhibit the corona effect.
Once the electric field at the surface of the conductor, espe-
cially depending on local radii of curvature, becomes suffi-
ciently high locally (i.e. higher than the dielectric strength of
moist air, about 10 kV/cm; or even higher than the dielectric
strength of dry air, about 30 kV/cm), the air ionizes and a
luminous corona forms around the conductor.

One of the consequences of the corona effect is the pro-
duction of noise. However, when the conductor is dry a very
limited amount of noise is generated, which is practically
negligible in terms of the discomfort it causes. In contrast,
when the conductor is wet the noise generated is much louder
and it is a source of notable discomfort and a great deal of
annoyance for people passing by or living next to this type of
conductor. Specifically, under these conditions, the conduc-
tivity of the air increases and thus the ionization is more
intense and more efficient.

The corona effect also results in power losses and the
electromagnetic radiation, acoustic noise, and power losses
generated may have health effects.

In order to overcome this problem, one solution consists in
insulating the conductors by covering them with a layer of an
insulating plastic material, so as to prevent electrical contact
between the biased metal parts and the air, thereby suppress-
ing the corona effect.

In another approach, it has been suggested to increase the
diameter of the cable. Document DE 4 424 007 describes an
electrical cable especially comprising at least one layer of a
conductive element intended to conduct the power transmit-
ted by the cable in its operational configuration, and a sup-
porting element formed from carbon fibers. Said supporting
element encircles said layer of the conductive element or is
positioned between two layers of said conductive element,
which layers are intended to conduct the power transmitted by
the cable in its operational configuration. Increasing the
diameter of the cable reduces the tangential electric field and
therefore the incidence of the corona effect. However, this
type of cable has the drawback of either being too heavy or not
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adequately reducing the incidence of the corona effect. Fur-
thermore, its current capacity is limited.

OBIECTS AND SUMMARY

The aim of the invention is to overcome the aforemen-
tioned drawbacks, i.e. to suppress or at least to considerably
reduce the corona effect while increasing current capacity.

For this purpose, the subject of the invention is an electrical
cable comprising at least one central reinforcing element
extending along the cable, said reinforcing element being
encircled by at least one electrically conductive element
extending along the cable, characterized in that said central
reinforcing element is a tubular body. Preferably, said central
reinforcing element makes direct physical contact with said
electrically conductive element.

Specifically, the Applicant has observed that a cable with
features according to the invention surprisingly reduces the
incidence of the corona effect while increasing current capac-
ity.

Specifically, relative to conventional OHL cables, the cable
according to the invention has a larger diameter but the same
weight. The presence of the tubular body increases the appar-
ent diameter of the cable while only increasing the weight of
the cable by a small amount.

Therefore, in its operational configuration, the electric field
at the surface of the cable is relatively low, especially about
0.5 kV/mm, thus allowing the incidence of the corona effect,
which appears for electric field strengths of 3 kV/mm or
more, to be reduced.

Furthermore, given that the electrically conductive ele-
ment lies on the entire external surface of the cable, heat
exchange with the surrounding air is higher relative to prior
art cables comprising a covering that at least partially
encircles the electrically conductive element, or relative to
prior art cables the conductive element of which does not lie
on the surface. Thus, the conductive element is more rapidly
cooled and thus, for a given size, a larger amount of current
can be transmitted by said element.

Inthe present invention, the term “central” is understood to
mean that the reinforcing element has the most central posi-
tion in the electrical cable, in cross section. Preferably, the
reinforcing element and the electrically conductive element
(s) are placed coaxially.

In contrast to the electrically conductive element of the
electrical cable, the tubular body according to the invention is
not intended to transmit power, and its only function is to
support the electrically conductive element(s), while rein-
forcing the electrical cable.

The expression “tubular body” is understood to mean a
tube-shaped element having a ring-shaped cross section, the
thickness of which is substantially constant along the length
of the tubular body.

The interior of this tube is in particular empty i.e. free of
any element. The centre of the electrical cable thus comprises
a longitudinal orifice.

This tubular body advantageously makes it possible to
improve the mechanical strength characteristics of the elec-
trical cable by uniformly distributing the mechanical forces
that may be caused especially by compression of the electri-
cally conductive elements during installation of the OHL-
type electrical cable.

Specifically, to suspend this type of electrical cable from an
electricity pylon, anchoring accessories are necessary. These
accessories serve for mechanically connecting the electrical
cable to an electricity pylon on which it has to be installed.
Likewise, to connect two lengths of electrical cable according
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to the invention, jointing accessories are used. These acces-
sories are put into position by being compressed onto the
conductive element(s).

The tubular body may have an inside diameter (i.e. the
diameter of the longitudinal orifice) of about 5 to 80 mm, and
preferably of 10 to 30 mm.

According to a first embodiment, the tubular body may
comprise a layer of a metallic material, or in other words a
first layer (i.e. first reinforcing layer) of a metallic material.

This metallic material may be chosen from steel, steel
alloys, aluminum, aluminum alloys, copper, and copper
alloys, or one of their combinations.

Aluminum or aluminum alloys will preferably be used for
said first layer because they are lighter (especially relative to
steel).

The external surface of the first layer may be smooth or
corrugated.

The first layer may be at most 3 mm in thickness, prefer-
ably at most 2 mm in thickness, and is particularly preferably
between 0.3 and 0.8 mm in thickness.

The weight per unit length of the first layer may range from
0.05 t0 0.2 kg/m, and preferably is about 0.1 kg/m.

According to a second embodiment, the tubular body may
comprise a layer of a nonmetallic material, or in other words
a second layer (i.e. second reinforcing layer) of a nonmetallic
material.

This nonmetallic material may be chosen from fibers (pret-
erably continuous fibers), nanofibers, and nanotubes, or one
of their mixtures.

By way of example, the fibers (which are preferably con-
tinuous fibers) may be chosen from fibers made of carbon,
glass, aramids (Kevlar), ceramics, titanium, tungsten, graph-
ite, boron, poly(p-phenylene-2,6-benzobisoxazole) (Zylon),
basalt, and alumina, or one of their combinations.

Preferably, the nanofibers may be carbon nanofibers.

Preferably, the nanotubes may be carbon nanotubes.

In one particular embodiment, the material of the second
layer may be at least partially embedded in an organic matrix.
Said organic matrix may for example be a thermoplastic
and/or thermosetting matrix. A thermosetting matrix will
preferably be used especially one chosen from the epoxy
resins, vinyl ester resins, polyimide resins, polyester resins,
cyanate ester resins, phenolic resins, bismaleimide resins, and
polyurethane resins, or one of their mixtures.

The thickness of said second layer may range from 5 to 50
mm, and its weight per unit length may range from 0.05t0 0.5
kg/m.

Moreover, this second layer preferably has a trapezoidal-
shaped or “Z”-shaped cross section.

According to a third embodiment, the tubular body may
comprise said first layer and said second layer.

In one particular variant of this third embodiment, the
second layer advantageously encircles the first layer. Prefer-
ably, the first layer makes direct physical contact with the
second layer.

Regarding the electrically conductive element of the inven-
tion, it is intended to transmit power (i.e. for high-voltage
electrical transmission).

It may preferably be metallic, especially based on alumi-
num, namely either made entirely of aluminum or of an
aluminum alloy such as for example an aluminum/zirconium
alloy.

Aluminum and aluminum alloys have the advantage of
having a significantly optimized electrical conductivity/spe-
cific weight combination, especially relative to copper.

The electrically conductive element of the invention may
be a conventional assembly of metal wires (or strands) the
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cross sections of which may be circular or noncircular, or a
combination of both. When they are noncircular, the cross
section of these wires may for example be trapezoidal or
“Z”-shaped. Various types of shape are defined in standard
IEC 62219.

The electrical cable according to the invention may have an
apparent diameter (i.e. outside diameter) possibly ranging
from 10 to 100 mm.

Preferably, the electrical cable of the invention does not
comprise an external layer encircling the electrically conduc-
tive element(s).

Thus, the electrically conductive element(s) make direct
contact with their external environment (e.g. the ambient air).
This absence of an external layer around the conductive ele-
ment(s) has the advantage of guaranteeing that such an elec-
trical cable has the lowest possible installation tension, this
installation tension being proportional to the weight of the
electrical cable. In other words, it is beneficial to have an OHL
electrical cable presenting the lowest possible mechanical
load, this mechanical load being exerted by the cable on the
two pylons between which it is suspended. Consequently, the
span of the electrical cable between two electricity pylons
may be up to 500 m, or even up to 2000 m.

The electrical cable of the invention may more particularly
be a high-voltage electrical transmission cable, especially a
high-voltage overhead line (OHL) carrying an AC voltage of
at least 225 kV and possibly an AC voltage of as high as 800
kV. This type of cable is generally held between two pylons.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

To enable better comprehension of the invention it will now
be described with reference to the appended drawing, which
is provided merely by way of nonlimiting illustration.

In the drawing, FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view
of a cable according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

For the sake of clarity, only elements that are essential for
the invention to be understood have been illustrated, the illus-
tration being schematic and not to scale.

The electrical cable 10, illustrated in FIG. 1, corresponds to
a high-voltage electrical transmission line of the OHL type.

This cable 10 comprises a central tubular body comprising:

a first reinforcing layer 1, which is not intended to conduct

power; and

a second reinforcing layer 2,

the first layer 1 being encircled by the second layer 2.

Said electrical cable 10 furthermore comprises an electri-
cally conductive element 3, intended to transmit electrical
power, encircling the second reinforcing layer 2.

The electrically conductive element 3 makes direct physi-
cal contact with the second reinforcing layer 2, the second
layer 2 itself making direct physical contact with the first
reinforcing layer 1.

The first reinforcing layer 1 may be obtained from a metal
strip shaped into a tube with a longitudinal slit using a form-
ing tool. Next, the longitudinal slitis welded, especially using
a laser welding device or a gas-shielded arc welding device,
after the edges of said strip have been brought into contact
with each other and held in place in order to be welded. The
diameter of the tube formed may then be shrunk (decrease in
the cross section of the tube) using techniques that are well,
known to those skilled in the art.
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The second reinforcing layer 2 comprises a plurality of
carbon fiber strands coated with a thermosetting matrix made
of'epoxy resin, these strands having trapezoidal-shaped cross
sections.

The electrically conductive element 3 is, in this example,
an assembly of strands made of an aluminum/zirconium
alloy, each strand having a trapezoidal-shaped cross section,
these strands being twisted together. Said electrically conduc-
tive element is therefore not in any way sealed from its exter-
nal environment, and its constituent strands moreover move
apart under the effect of heating, due to thermal expansion of
the conductive element.

Furthermore, the cable in FIG. 1 does not comprise an
external sheath. The electrically conductive element 3 thus
makes direct contact with its external environment (i.e. the
ambient air). In the operational configuration of the electrical
cable, once the cable has been suspended between two elec-
tricity pylons, the absence of an external sheath advanta-
geously allows the length of said cable suspended between
two electricity pylons to be increased and better cooling of the
cable to be obtained.

Although the invention was described with regard to a
particular embodiment, it is clearly obvious that itis inno way
limited thereto and that it comprises any technical equivalent
ofthe means described and their combinations if the latter are
covered by the scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. High voltage electrical transmission cable comprising:

at least one central reinforcing element extending along the

cable, said reinforcing element being encircled by at
least one electrically conductive element extending
along the cable, said electrically conductive element
formed as an assembly of strands, each strand having a
cross section with a trapezoidal or “Z” shape being
intended to transmit power for high voltage transmis-
sion, wherein said central reinforcing element is a tubu-
lar body comprising at least one layer of a nonmetallic
material, and at least one layer of a metallic material the
metallic material being the innermost layer of said non-
metallic tubular body while maintaining a hollow central
core of said tubular body.

2. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the metallic mate-
rial is selected from the group consisting of steel, steel alloys,
aluminum, aluminum alloys, copper, and copper alloys, and
one of their combinations.

3. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the external surface
of the layer of a metallic material is either smooth or corru-
gated.

4. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the nonmetallic
material is selected from the group consisting of fibers,
nanofibers, and nanotubes, and one of their mixtures.

5. Cable according to claim 4, wherein the fibers are
selected from the group consisting of fibers made of carbon,
glass, aramids, ceramics, titanium, tungsten, graphite, boron,
poly(p-phenylene-2,6-benzobisoxazole), basalt, and alu-
mina, and one of their combinations.
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6. Cable according to claim 4, wherein the nanofibers are
carbon nanofibers.

7. Cable according to claim 4, wherein the nanotubes are
carbon nanotubes.

8. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the material of the
layer of a nonmetallic material is at least partially embedded
in an organic matrix.

9. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the layer of a non-
metallic material encircles the layer of a metallic material.

10. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the electrically
conductive element is based on aluminum.

11. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the electrical cable
does not comprise an external layer encircling the electrically
conductive element(s).

12. Cable according to claim 1, wherein said cable is a high
voltage overhead line (OHL) cable.

13. Cable according to claim 1, wherein the center of the
electrical cable comprises a longitudinal orifice having an
inside diameter of about 5 to 80 mm.

14. High voltage electrical transmission cable comprising:

atleast one central reinforcing element extending along the

cable, said reinforcing element being encircled by at
least one electrically conductive element extending
along the cable, said electrically conductive element
being intended to transmit power for high voltage trans-
mission,

wherein said central reinforcing element is a tubular body

comprising at least one layer of a nonmetallic material,
and

wherein the center of the electrical cable comprises a lon-

gitudinal orifice having an inside diameter of about 5 to
80 mm.

15. High voltage electrical transmission cable comprising:

atleast one central reinforcing element extending along the

cable, said reinforcing element being encircled by at
least one electrically conductive element extending
along the cable, said electrically conductive element
being intended to transmit power for high voltage trans-
mission,

wherein said central reinforcing element is a tubular body

comprising at least one layer of a nonmetallic material,
and

wherein the thickness of said nonmetallic layer ranges

from 5 to 50 mm.

16. High voltage electrical transmission cable comprising:

atleast one central reinforcing element extending along the

cable, said reinforcing element being encircled by at
least one electrically conductive element extending
along the cable, said electrically conductive element
being intended to transmit power for high voltage trans-
mission,

wherein said central reinforcing element is a tubular body

comprising at least one layer of a nonmetallic material,
and

wherein the weight per unit length of said nonmetallic

layer range from 0.05 to 0.5 kg/m.
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